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In the + Name of Jesus

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Our

text  is the Holy Gospel  appointed for this Eighth Sunday after Pentecost,  as recorded in the sixth

chapter of Mark.

In our current world, there appears to be something attractive about going on a journey.  Whether it be

the excitement of seeing a new place on vacation, visiting a friend or relative in an unfamiliar location,

or taking a job that involves travel, to many the idea of setting out on a journey is a real opportunity.

One’s travels often provide lasting memories, and one always benefits from learning about new places.

But then again, we view such things from our modern perspective.  Unlike our forebears, we need not

fear the hazards they did in traveling.  We don’t have to worry about extreme temperature, as we have

heating and cooling in our cars and planes.  We fear no hunger, for there is at least a fast-food joint at

every exit and airport.  And while some need to be thriftier than others on a journey, there’s always a

calculated effort to bring sufficient funds for the trip, in addition to all of the provisions or gadgets one

might need or want.  In fact, we have the luxury in our day of even having a concept of “packing light”.

Surely our ancestors never imagined a day when their descendants would bring so much with them that

there would be a need for a two-carryon bag limit.

Now, I don’t think any of us would consider ourselves prepared for a journey if we were to follow the

packing instructions Jesus’ gave to his disciples in our Gospel reading.  To say that Jesus’ instruction to

the disciples for their preaching journey included packing light would be an understatement akin to

observing  that  crucifixion appears  to  cause  slight  discomfort.   He sent  them forth  into  potentially

hostile territory with nothing for their journey—no money, no extra pair of shoes, not even a change of

clothes—let alone a hair dryer or shaving kit.  They were to be completely dependent upon anyone who

would receive them into their home, and were to stay there until they moved on.

Now, admittedly, Jesus’ disciples were not accustomed to our modern creature comforts.  Nonetheless,

they faced hardship in their journey.  But the travel on which they embarked when Jesus sent them two

by two was not in any way about them.  Their mission trip was about Jesus.  He sent them into the

towns to preach repentance—that the people turn from their godless ways, for the kingdom of heaven

was now at hand.  They had before them the example of John the Baptist, who preached not about

himself, but about the One who would come after him, whose sandal strap he himself was unworthy to

loosen.    

The disciples went forth with literally nothing but the shirts on their backs and the sandals on their feet,

and a staff, and proclaimed Christ Jesus to the people.  That was the task their Lord assigned them, and

it is what he continues to assign to his church today.
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The Gospel of Christ has gone out into the entire world as a result of the work and will of God the Holy

Spirit.  It is he who testifies to the person and work of the Lord Jesus—producing faith, as is stated in

our own Augsburg Confession, when and where it pleases him, in those who hear the Gospel.  But as

we well know, he doesn’t do so through direct revelation—he doesn’t announce it from the sky.  Nor

does he whisper in the ear of the preacher, despite the claims of those who would have you think so and

thus give undue weight to their words.  Rather, the Holy Spirit speaks to his church on earth through

his written Word, which is both read in the Divine Service and preached by those called to do so.

It is the task and the privilege of Christians in a particular place to call men who have been prepared to

preach the Word and administer the Sacraments, and it is the task and the privilege of these men to be

the stewards of these mysteries.  Faith comes by hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.  Jesus

sent his disciples for this purpose, he sent the apostles into the entire world for this purpose, and to that

end he sends pastors out into his church today.  And like the disciples who sat at the feet of their Lord

and learned  what  to teach and preach,  so also are  pastors  to be educated that  they may faithfully

proclaim the Law and the Gospel to God’s people.  Furthermore, the preachers and missionaries of the

Word are not to live for gain or earthly wealth any more than the disciples who traveled with nothing.

But the application of our text to our lives today is not that pastors and missionaries are by default

embarking on a journey of abject poverty.  As men whom Jesus has called, they are indeed to pack

light.  However, this instruction applies not just to those whom our Lord sent out two by two, or to

those who are sent today by virtue of their divine call.  As Jesus called the twelve to himself, so also he

calls you, dear Christians, into his service.  And as he instructed them to carry nothing with them that

would distract them from their task of preaching repentance, so also does he instruct his church to be

undistracted in her task of proclaiming the Gospel to all nations.

The Lord Jesus has called you,  dear  Christians, to himself in your baptism.  Through that blessed

sacrament, God calls you to faith in and service to your Lord.   Your Christian journey is a life of

service to God and neighbor, for as his redeemed child you bear the baptismal mark of Christ.  But alas,

your  journey is  compromised  with  numerous  distractions.   Your service  to  God in  your  Christian

witness suffers as you try to carry along luggage and baggage of fixation on earthly things.  Concern

for social standing and wanting to be liked threaten to prevent your lips from speaking of Christ both in

season and out of season.  The enticements of earthly wealth and goods threaten to distract you from

giving sacrificially to the church in her mission to proclaim Christ.  And the concern for comfort and a

life free of conflict threaten to distract you from willingness to suffer for the Faith.

Pastors,  too,  are  distracted  by  the  trappings  of  earthly  life.   A  pastor  receives  a  call  to  another

congregation,  and  before  reading  the  cover  letter  from  the  saints  who  would  have  him  as  their

shepherd, he looks at the salary figure.  Another carefully crafts his proclamation of the Law, not so

that all hearers would recognize their sins and repent, but so that he does not offend those who he

thinks might be the most generous to the offering plate.  And another appeals to his high office as the

called and ordained servant of the Word as a means of lording it over the people who are to listen to his

words, demanding that his will be done, regardless of his faithfulness to the word of God.

Repent.  Your sinful heart will always try to find some way to give distraction by way of thought,

word, and deed.  It is therefore a vital task of your Christian vocation to avoid willful sinning, which

hinders your journey and confession of faith before the unbelieving world.  For God will provide for

your needs, both for body and for soul.  And though enemies be encamped against you, the Lord is
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your high tower and deliverer—blessed indeed is the man who takes refuge in him.

And make no mistake—enemies will encamp against you.  For the natural man is an enmity against

God, and the world will hate you for your Christian faith.  But that did not stop Jesus, or his disciples,

for that matter, from faithfully preaching the Word.  And God still sends his messengers to the ends of

the earth to preach Christ and him crucified.  He sends pastors and missionaries to preach the Word and

administer the sacraments, and he sends each and every one of you, the baptized, into the world so that

your light would shine before men.  Not all are called to teach and to preach, but every Christian is to

bear faithful witness to his Lord.

As the baptized, you are the salt of the earth; the light of the world.  A city set on a hill cannot be

hidden.  Nor does one light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in

the house.  Let your light, therefore, so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give

glory to your Father who is in heaven.

Your Christian journey is much like the preaching journey of the disciples when it comes to provisions.

They were focus one thing—Jesus.  They needed no extra clothing or supplies—they relied on the

hospitality of the residents.  You, too, need not visit a local outfitter to be equipped for your journey.

You are complete in the gifts that the Lord provides to you continually in his Word and Sacrament.  No

specialized ministry, no book about the ten easy steps to being a super-duper Christian, no 40 days of

purpose, can provide you with anything but a distraction from the journey that is yours on this earth.

You have all that you need—Christ Jesus.

Pack light, dear friends.  Rely on nothing but the sure promises of God.  For you need only the promise

that your Lord Jesus suffered and died for you.  He shed his blood upon the cross to take away your sin,

and he rose again on Easter morn to conquer death and the power of the devil.  This he proclaims to

you because of his love for you.  And he provides you with his written word, which makes you wise

unto salvation.  He sends you and all the faithful pastors and teachers of that word, to shepherd you

through  your  earthly  journey  as  the  baptized  and  redeemed—by  absolving  you  of  your  sins,  by

preaching the word, by baptizing, and by celebrating the Lord’s Supper.

Through these, your Lord sustains you in the faith unto life everlasting, and they equip you to be ready

to give a reason for the hope that is in you.  He has blessed you, his Church, with abundant provisions,

and clothed you with salvation that you would forever sing for joy.  Taste and see that the Lord is good;

blessed is the man who takes refuge in him.  In the + Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the

Holy Spirit.

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds through faith in Christ

Jesus  Amen.
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